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caught this chatty pose of 
Gladys Pierce and Lou Sedlak 


Couldn't you have inserted something at 
the end—even if nothing more than a note 
that an article dealing further with the 
subject would appear in the next issue? J 
would prefer a_ brief Editor's Note, some 


on the Slippery Rock State 


Teachers’ College campus. Sec 
page 11. 
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You see, J believe the man of whom 7 was 
thinking in this connection is merely using 
a story of some vague “unfortunate exper 
1ENCE he bad to serve as an excuse for not 
examining the Christian faith further, 7 feel 


very much afraid that the article therefore 































as it appeared, would be dangerous for such 
as he. Shouldn't every HIS be safe to place 
- in the band of any non-Christian 
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What College Did to My Religion Just a note to invite the HIS staff to come 

This is the first “letler to the editor’ J ve to California and observe that the state is large 

ever wrillen, so you will be able to under enough to support two state universities 

stand to some extent the degree of my House by the Side of the Campus” in the 

perturbation la issue concerned the Bible League al 
y/ j , 

1 bave just finished reading the May eae a — ~ . a 
HIS Ji s swell except jor Olle thing J ; oe avers 
thought of passing it on to a_ friend of Herewith our apologies to the University 
mine whose husband is not a Christian thougl of California (in Berkeley) and the University 
she berself is a Christian (not very strong) of California at Los 
But 7 realized, even while the idea struck Ingeles (in West 


me as good that J couldn't send the May wood Village). The 
issue. The reason? Jt's that reprint What May isste cover 
College Did to My Religion showed the Univer 
* - = silty of California 

Don't misunderstand me though, The ar oar 
Bible League House 


ticle is most thought-prevoking and there 
ee y ; 5 2620 Bancroft Way 
fore valuable. But what of the non-Christian . 

. , " ; ‘ Berkeley 
who reads it? J would very much fear he 
. , ' j 
would promptly identify bimself with Mr Eds 


Wentworth and the note ending hopelessly 
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Is it sate for a Christian to go to a non-Christian college? Here is the 
case of a boy whose faith was strengthened—at a state university. 


What College Did to My Religion-2 


Last month HIS published a significant ar- 
ticle by Philip Wentworth telling how he 
lost his faith at college. A storm of pro- 
test came from many readers, and from 
others, applause. All agreed that the other 
side of the picture should be presented... 


By Howarp LarsEN 
7 I started off to college, 1 went 
fearfully. My friends had told me 
that the principal activity of college 
professors was to pounce with diabolical 
glee on poor Christian freshmen and 
systematically destroy their faith. I had 
been presented with literature written 
by Christian men “who knew” telling 
of student after student who left modern 
universities as atheists and agnostics after 
enrolling as Christians their first year. 
Indeed, in some cases the work of the 
professors was so thorough that the 
job had been completed before the first 
Christmas vacation had commenced. The 
conclusion reached was that the only 
place for a Christian student was in a 
Christian college. 

Unfortunately I was unable to find 
any Christian school that offered the 
course I planned to major in and so, 
fortified with a firm determination to 
hold on to the faith, I enrolled at the 
University of Michigan. 

As it turned out, my university life 
has been a rich spiritual experience! For 
although knowing about Christ when | 


enrolled as a new student, I came to 
know Him through the activities of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship group 
there. Before I entered college my Chris- 
tian experience was merely an acquamnt- 
ancesbip with the Lord. The conception 
of the Christian life that I had was to 
a large extent defined for me by my 
early Christian friends—that the Chris- 
tain life consisted of one experience of 
the New Birth and after that a series of 
“do’s and don’ts” compiled by the 
church fathers and adopted by common 
consent. 

But now, for the first time J found 
that Christianity was not just a body of 
doctrine, it was a life...in Christ—a 
daily, thrilling experience of fellowship 
with the Almighty. Prayer changed 
from a boring ritual of questionable 
efficacy to a “talk” with my Lord. Bible 
study changed from a search for evi- 
dence to sustain dogma, into a fountain- 
head of blessing. In short, Christ became 
real. 

Sure, my faith was tried at times. 
These trials came through both social 
and scholastic activities. But they had 
a solution. 

The key to conquering social dif- 
ficulties is to immediately take a clear- 
cut stand for Christ. This does not 
mean distributing tracts on the first day 
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to all classmates. However it does mean 
witnessing without apology when op- 
portunities arise. Most difficulties are 
encountered when Christians have 
straddled issues in their witness and 
“when the chips are down” have given 
in rather than go through the embarrass- 
ing procedure of explaining a previous- 
ly hidden stand for Christ. 

The key to conquering intellectual 
difficulties is to weigh and consider. 
College professors are not the bogie men 
that they are often made out to be. 
Usually they are individuals who honest- 
ly believe what they teach and if con- 
sidered in this light are to be “prayed 
for” rather than “prayed from.” 

The Christian has a distinct advantage 
over his unsaved classmates. He is in 
a position where he can examine in the 
light of revealed truth all of the teach- 
ing presented to him and systematically 
select that information which is in ac- 
cordance with God’s Word. In so filter- 
ing out truth from falsehood, he will 
be left with a composite picture that 
will make even his secular background 
a spiritual blessing. 

Such a process of selective education 
will immediately be condemned by many 
modern educators. Their usually acid 
observation is that it is more Christian 
to face facts as revealed in nature and 
then draw conclusions through reason 
than to accept revealed Truth. The fal- 
lacy with such a conclusion is that man 
still believes he can reason in an orderly 
fashion. If he could, he would have ar- 
rived at a satisfactory formula for suc- 
cessful living. Yet it is obvious that, after 
thousands of years of philosophic 
thought, man’s reasoning powers are 
limited. The honest man of reason ulti- 
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mately concludes that be just doesn't 
know and having arrived at such a con- 
clusion is’ indeed left in an unhappy 
condition. 

The Christian, on the other hand, 
realizing the limitations of human rea- 
son, proceeds by faith, for faith goes on 
where reason cannot go. 

As I proceeded through college, | 
became more and more aware of the 
striking differences between the rea- 
soning of the human mind and the rea- 
soning revealed in God’s Word. The 
first ended in confusion and futility; the 
second systematically developed a logical 
divine plan and ended in assurance and 
hope. 

Having once become aware of the dis- 
tinction between human reasoning and 
the reasoning of God, it was an easy 
matter to orient myself and place each 
in its proper place. No longer was there 
any difficulty in reconciling the two (as 
many of my more liberal classmates 
were attempting to do) since they were 
clearly unreconcilable. Now the process 
of study became one of fitting establish- 
ed facts into the divine scheme and 
this became a thrilling and blessed ex- 
perience. 

If the approach to social and scholas- 
tic problems mentioned above is follow- 
ed, a Christian student will soon find 
that he is learning to “think like a 
Christian.” 

By “think like a Christian” I mean 
this: Our educational system has under- 
gone vast changes in recent years. In- 
stead of attempting to cram students 
with facts, and allowing experience to 
teach them to use these facts we are now 
teaching them to think. For example, in 
law school a student is taught to “think 
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like a lawyer,” that is to say, to develop 
the approach to a legal problem in a 
manner typical of an experienced lawyer. 
Similarly, in engineering school students 
are taught to “think like engineers,” and 
in the college of liberal arts, to approach 
problems in a manner becoming one who 
has had experience in that particular 
field which constitutes his major study. 

May I make a similar claim for the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship? Jt is 
Inter-Varsity's program to acquaint stu- 
dents with the body of Christian truth 
and then encourage them to “think like 
Christians’ when facing life's problems. 
Christianity as presented by the I.V.C.F. 
isa life. 


It is true that many college students 
have lost their faith while in college. 
However, without question, if a student 
entering college has more than a super- 
ficial faith in Christ, is sure of what he 
believes, and approaches the intellectual 
problems that are certain to arise with 
careful consideration, he need have no 
fear of losing his faith. Rather, he can 
look forward to one of the richest spirit- 
ual experiences he will ever receive. The 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship will 
encourage him to find this blessing, and 
when he has been so enriched, he will 
ever seek to acquaint others with the 
realit) of a daily “walk” with our Lord. 


What College Did to My Keligion-3 


By ELIsABETH FRAENKEL 


| just received the May issue of HIS, 
and after reading Philip Wentworth’s 
“What College Did to My Religion” | 
feel that several things should be said 
about this article—things which have 
made me come to the conclusion that it 
is sometimes better not to be brought 
up in a Christian family. To understand 
my viewpoint I must give you a short 
description of my life: 

| was born of Jewish parents, leaders 
in the intellectual field, in Germany. 
My father is a scientist known by men 
in his field in Europe and in the United 
1939 we had to leave Ger- 
many for obvious reasons, and we es- 


States. In 


caped to England before coming to the 
United States. It was in England that | 
met the Saviour through a sequence of 
events which may well be considered 


miraculous in themselves. In spite of my 
parents’ opposition and complete lack of 
understanding in this matter I have held 
on to my faith through four years of 
college in an atmosphere filled with 
skepticism and atheism. To make things 
even harder I studied natural sciences 
and took courses in history and other 
allied fields in which religion kept 
“popping up” with the well-known dis- 
cussions following, and in the end ortho- 
doxy was always scornfully rejected. 

How is it that I kept my faith under 
those conditions, and Mr. Wentworth 
did not, although he was not exposed to 
the natural sciences as much as | was? 

| think the answer is simple, really. 
The fact that Mr. Wentworth was 
brought up in a very fine Christian 
atmosphere does not necessarily mean 





that he was born again. As a matter of 
fact I think many children of Christians 
take things so for granted that they take 
part in all affairs of the Church with 
their bodies only, and not their hearts 
and souls...Every child should be 
taught the other side in order to make 
real understanding of the principles of 
Christianity possible. 

It is absolutely untrue that the natural 
sciences contradict the Bible. Some phil- 
osophies have done so; however a social 
science is not an exact science, and who 
is to say that the points of view of these 
philosophers are right? I would take the 
word of the Bible any day before be- 
lieving in the ideas of men like Plato and 
Aristotle—regardless of how great they 
were. They were men; Jesus was, is and 
will be God. 

I have had countless discussions with 
people of all walks of life and all degrees 
of intelligence. It is true that we cannot 
prove God, but why should we? If we 
cannot feel God within us, that is, if 
we have not the Holy Spirit within us 
we cannot see the light. Unfortunate is 
the man whose heart is hardened. | 
cannot see why a universe ordered by 
so-called natural law makes God im- 
possible. As a matter of fact, unless 
there is a “controller” somewhere, an 
orderly universe is unthinkable. Many 
great scientists of past and present have 
confessed orthodox Christianity. 

I see in Mr. Wentworth’s article the 
typical expression of modern pseudo- 
intellectualism. He speaks of the modern 
generation: there is nothing modern 
about leading a sinful and God-less life. 
The most modern book I know is the 
Bible; the most modern way of life | 
know is the Christian way. I see in the 


6 


present trend not an improvement but 
decay in the most horrible sense of the 
word. I feel that Mr. Wentworth is 


almost a little proud of his “reform”, 
and so are many other younger people 
who try to “keep up” with the rest. 
There is only one person we must try 
to keep up with—our Lord Jesus Christ. 


All this is probably empty talk to 
“modern” people; | can assure anyone in 
this group that I come from as _ in- 
tellectual an environment as is possible 
in this age; I have had all the oppor- 
tunity anyone could ever have to see 
and hear the word of God disproved, 
ridiculed, discussed, abused. Anyone who 
is soft enough to let a college professor 
upset his religious beliefs can never have 
been too steadfast a Christian in his 
heart. 


A last thought—when Christians in 
college give up their’ orthodox belief 
because they cannot fit modern think- 
ing in with it | often wonder whether 
this is the actual reason. This may be 
very uncharitable on my part, but | 
think that in more than a few cases 
orthodoxy is given up because the young 
person cannot justify his worldly plea- 
sures before God. This is why the 
power of prayer is lost. The devil always 
rejoices when he can find a weak soul; 
the world seems to be so full of fun 
and diversions, orthodoxy 
drab and unexciting, so confining, and 
the next thing we know is that we try 
to tell ourselves that orthodoxy and our 
intelligence cannot be reconciled. Very 
easy—but the final outcome must be 
disastrous because the world cannot 
give us anything at all in the end, and 
Jesus can give us everything. 


seems so 





Barrels from Heaven 


BY CHAPLAIN Henry E. AustIN 


7. is a true story as I got it from 
a Navy lieutenant. 

A chaplain serving on an island in the 
Pacific asked to go along on a bomb- 
ing raid. He wanted to experience the 
dangers faced by the men in order to 
be of greater help to them. Permission 
was granted, and early the next morning 
a squadron of planes took off to bomb 
a group of Jap-occupied islands some 
distance away. 

Upon successful completion of the 
mission, the planes started home. But 
very soon the plane in which the chap- 
lain was flying began to lose altitude, 
and then the engines faded out all at 
once. 


There was a Jap infested island below 
on which to land! 


They landed safely near the beach. 
This maneuver was completed with the 
Japs just a half-mile away in each direc- 
tion! 

After an examination of the engines, 
the staff sergeant very slowly approach- 
ed the chaplain and said, “Chaplain, for 
many months now you’ve been preach- 
ing to us fellows about the great need 
for praying and believing God to an- 
swer when we’re in trouble. Well, sir, 
now’s your chance to prove what you’ve 
been preaching. We’re out of gas; the 


several hundred miles 
away, the Japs are only a half-mile from 
here.” 


home-base__ is 


Well, what would you have done? 

The chaplain knew Christ, and he 
knew how to talk directly with God 
concerning this crisis. He prayed all af- 
ternoon; as the Scripture verses he had 
memorized kept coming to mind, one by 
one, he began to claim God’s promises. 


Night came... the crew turned in to 
sleep ... the chaplain continued praying. 
About 2 A.M. the staff sergeant, sud- 
denly awakened, took fifty steps toward 
the water’s edge and there discovered 
a metal float which had drifted onto 
the beach—a barge on which were 50 
barrels of high octane gasoline. 


Within a few hours the crew reached 
home-base safely. 

An investigation indicated that the 
skipper of a U. S. tanker, finding his ship 
in sub-infested waters, had removed part 
of his gasoline cargo to lessen the danger 
of a torpedo hit. Barrels of this gasoline 
had been placed on barges and put 
adrift some 600 miles from the island 
on which the crew had been forced 
down. God had navigated one of these 
through wind and current, beaching it 
only 50 steps from the improvised 
camp. 
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A girl whose husband was killed in action tells how she has 


learned to face life without him and 


to trust the Lord. 


Though He Will Not Return 


By JeaN Jacospus AusTIN* 


mM’ husband is one of those who will 
not come home from the war. He 
walked down the long ramp to the train 
without one backward glance and left 
me. 

But though he will not return when 
the troops come home again, | have 
learned to bow my heart to God’s de- 
cision and repeat with new comprehen- 
sion those words by which his life was 
guided, “ all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his pur- 
pose” (Romans 8:28). 

This was not easy to do. Life never 
is easy. Our deepest longings are for 
life itself and every good thing that it 
can bring to us and to our loved ones. 
And when our choicest plans are sudden- 
ly smashed, or our roots are rudely up- 
rooted by some unforeseen catastrophe, 
our natural tendency is to cry out in 
rebellious incredulity, “No! This can’t 
happen to me!” 

I shall never forget the moment when 
this feeling swept over me and | felt 
utterly forsaken. There is a moment in 


*Dr. Austin is a resident in surgery at Chi 
cago's Cook County Hospital where both 
she and her husband were internes after 
graduation from Northwestern 
Medical School. 


University 
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bereavement when even our closest 
friends are not close enough—when 
our sense of aloneness is so acute that 
it makes us physically weak. I can say 
with all my heart that it is for such a 
time as this that God gave us His prom- 
ise, “The eternal God is thy refuge and 
underneath are the everlasting arms” 
(Deuteronomy 33:27). 

It is in this moment of despair that 
we ask God “Why did this have to 
happen?” Here was a brilliantly trained 
and skilled young doctor whose life and 
talent was dedicated to God for the mis- 
sion field. He was a hard worker, a be- 
loved friend and counselor, admired by 
all who knew him for his consistent 
Christian testimony. After years of pre- 
paration, God had given him a few brief 
months to serve in a frigid, isolated army 
outpost—only to let his life be snuffed 
out in a plane crash while on a mission 
of mercy to an epidemic-stricken people. 
Yes, it was a temptation to ask God 
“Why ?"’ 

Then, gradually, the familiar words 
of the Psalm burned a new and deeper 
meaning into my heart—“I know, O 
Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me. Let, | pray thee, thy merciful kind- 
ness be for my comfort” (Psalm 119: 
75-76). And I had to come ultimately 
to the place where | could stand with 





Job and say, “Though he slay me, yet 
will I trust in him” (Job 13:15). It was 
then that, for the first time, I faced the 
real future—alone. And in that moment 
of complete surrender to God’s will, I 
was able to ask God—not why, but 
what ? 

What does this mean to all our plans 
—so carefully laid, so laboriously and 
earnestly worked toward, so apparent- 
ly blessed by God? Had God changed 
His mind? What purpose can God have 
in this for me? I did not ask this doubt- 
ingly nor rebelliously. What can_ this 
mean in my personal spiritual develop- 
ment? 

No, God has not changed His mind. 
With Him there is variableness 
neither shadow of turning.” But now | 
can see that upon some of us this plan 
lays a double burden—of doing not 
only what had been planned for one 
life but also to pick up the load a loved 
one has laid down. To me, God’s plan 
means added training. For now there is 
one less doctor for a mission field and I 
must attempt to carry as much of the 
load as I can. I can fairly hear my loved 
one in Glory urging me— 


“no 


“There is work still waiting for 
you 

So you must not idle stand, 

Do your work while life remain- 
eth, 

You shall rest in Jesus’ land. 

When that work is all completed, 

He will gently call you bome, 

Ob, the rapture of that meeting! 

Ob, the joy to see you come!’ 

I may never fully understand the en- 


tire purpose of God concerning us. “God 
moves in a mysterious way His wonders 


’ 


to perform.’ 
must 


It is at this point that I 


turn in childlike trust to my 


Father and, putting my hand in His, ask 
Him to work out His purpose—for | 


Jean Austin 
For her, a double load 


cannot see the way. If I listen, I can 
hear Him saying— 
“J am leading my child to the 
heavenly land, 
} am guiding ber day by day, 
And J ask ber now as J bold her 
band, 
To come Home by a rugged way. 
It is not a way she herself would 
choose, 
For its beauties she cannot see, 
But she knows not what ber soul 
would lose, 
Jf she trod not this path with Me.” 
I am finding in this experience a 
challenging opportunity to let God turn 
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an apparent tragedy into a real victory 
and to enable me to say with Paul: the 
things which bave bappened unto me 
bave fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the gospel ... For to me to 
live is Christ (Phil. 1:12, 21). 


I find that one of the ways in which 
my life can be most useful is to share 
His comfort with those who are com- 
fortless, for “God does not comfort us 
to make us comfortable, but to make 
us comforters” (Dr. Jowett). Without 


the loss of Oliver, this gift would not 
be mine to share. 


“Measure thy life by loss, not 
gain, 

Not by the wine drunk but the 
wine poured forth, 


For love's strength standeth in 
love's sacrifice, 
And he who suffers most bas most 
to give.’ 
Though he will not return, Oliver and 
I still have a ministry together! 


PLAN YOUR NEGLECT! 


noted young concert artist was asked the 


secret of her success with her violin. 
“Planned neglect,” she replied. 
Then she explained. 


“There were many things which demanded 
my time,’ she said. “When I went to my 
room after breakfast, I made my bed, straight- 
ened my room, dusted the floor, and did 
whatever else came to my attention. When 
I finished my work, I turned my attention to 
violin practice. That system failed to accom- 
plish the result desired, so I reversed things. 
I deliberately planned to neglect everything 
else until my practice period was completed. 
That program of planned neglect accounts 


for my success.” 


You must choose what you would do, 


to that which would 


interfere with the accomplishing of your plan. 


© 


and learn to say “no” 


“This one thing I do,” the Apostle wrote. 


You cannot do everything. If you try it, 
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you will spread yourself so thin you will 


do nothing well. You must learn to put 


first things first, and keep them there. 


Some one looking at that young lady’s 
room in the morning hours might have said, 
“I should think she would take more pride 
in the looks of her room!” But later in the 
day the room was restored to order, It was 
not a matter of pride; just a matter of 
which was of greatest importance. Conse- 


quently, the violin practice preceded all else. 


If you would be a great musician, author, 
lawyer, or doctor, you must follow this prin- 
ciple. Likewise, the quality as well as the 
quantity of your Christ life depends on how 
much you put into it. Planned neglect may 
not sound good at first hearing, but it is the 
one sure way of accomplishing results when 
really put into action. “Seek ye first the 
of God...and all 


shall be added unto you.” 
—Christian Life 


Kingdom these things 





Missionary Secretary Christy Wilson chats with Louis 


Sedlak 


at 


the Slippery Rock student conference. 


Week-ends That Change Lives 


7 gasoline lamps were finally turn- 
ed off and the bunkhouse became 
quiet as 20 college men settled down to 
sleep. But one of them couldn’t get 
his eyes closed. He lay awake,’ thinking 
about the message he had heard that 
evening. It troubled him. For four years 
he had thought himself an atheist, or 
at least an agnostic. Now he wasn’t so 
sure. Toward morning he could stand it 


no longer. He slipped out of bed onto 
the cold board floor and there beside 
his bunk he accepted Christ. For the 
first time in his life he found peace with 
himself and with God. 

That same scene with many variations 
as to time, place, and procedure was 
happening this spring in student Chris- 
tian conferences all across the United 
States and Canada. Out in Los Angeles 
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First impressions are important. Iowa conference registrar Fred Schwabe gladhands in- 
coming delegates, signs them in and keeps the registration line moving as students greet 
old friends and make new ones. 


Much of the significant spiritual work of the conferences took place in discussion, Bible 
study and prayer groups. Messages presented to the whole conference by the speakers were 


broken down and applied more personally in the smaller groups. Here Jack Innes, Iowa 
State, leads a discussion that ended in a session of prayer for non-Christian friends. 





Relaxation after a day of heavy thinking is important. Here some of the fellows bask 
in reflected glory while waiting for dinner. Hikes, “capture the flag,” indoor games, baseball, 
stunts were variations used at other conferences. 


160 students met to discuss what Christ 
can mean to modern youth...at Iowa 
State College, Ames, delegates included 
three students who had been saved 
that week...at Palos Park near Chi- 
cago a young Chinese scholar, just over 
from China seven weeks, told of his 
earnest desire to get enough faith to 
become a Christian; and a Persian boy, 
a Moslem, a Ph. D. candidate at the 
University of Chicago listened intently 
to the Gospel ...in the east New York 
students met at the Deaconry, Liberty 
Corners, New Jersey. Down south in Vir- 


ginia and west in Texas...up north in 
Washington and Ohio...and Minnea- 
and Slippery 
Rock, Pennsylvania...in many a Can- 


polis ...in Indianapolis... 


adian student center... 


How many students found Christ in 


these strategic student gatherings no 
one knows, nor ever will. But it is now 
general knowledge that these confer- 
ences are times when lives of scores of 
university students get changed per- 
manently as they come into living con- 
tact with Jesus Christ. Glimpses of two 
of these conferences—at Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames, and at Slippery Rock State 
Teachers’ College, Pennsylvania, were 
caught by HIS cameramen and are here 
recorded. 


* * * 


Chippewa Christian Fellowship, the Inter- 
Varsity chapter at Central Michigan College 
of Education, Mount Pleasant, is planning a 
house party for members of their group June 
1 and 2 as a climax of the year’s activities of 
this chapter. A similar retreat was held by 
the Inter-Varsity chapter at Ohio State Uni- 
versity May 12 and 13. 
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A new challenge to Inter-Varsity to reach 8000 foreign 
students here and now before they return to positions of 


leadership in their own countries. 


By Christy Wilson. 


ENTERTAINING ANGELS 


[' is interesting to ponder what might 
have happened had Ghandi been won 
to Christ while he was a student in Eng- 
land. 


Three months ago a professor from 
China, studying in this country, was 
brought to Christ through a member of 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
These two are now meeting twice a week 
for Bible study. The professor plans 
to return to his own country soon, where 
he will have a position of great influence, 
only God knows how great. 


Charlie Soong’s story shows what the 
conversion of one foreign student can 
mean for a whole nation. Born in China, 
he came to Boston while still a boy to 
work in his uncle’s silk and tea shop. 
Before long he ran away to search for an 
education. The captain of the ship he 
had boarded as a stowaway befriended 
him and placed him in the home of a 
Methodist clergyman. Here he received 
Christ. 


Chandralekha and Jara, nieces of All 
India Congress leader Nebru stroll across 
the campus at Wellesley. Several bun- 
dred foreign students are arriving each 
month, Soon there will be 20,000 of them, 
sent to be trained for governmental and 
educational leadership in their own coun- 


tries. Some have already returned. 


After his education at Duke and Van- 
derbilt, he returned to China as a mis- 
sionary. There he married a Christian 
girl, a descendant of the Ming dynasty, 
and together they reared their children 
in the Christian faith. One of their 
daughters married Sun Yat-Sen, the 
founder of the Chinese Republic. An- 
other married H. H. Kung, an avowed 
Christian leader of the National Gov- 
ernment. Their son, T. V. Soong, has 
been head of the Chinese delegation at 
the San Francisco Conference; and 
their other daughter is Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

America is rapidly becoming the ed- 
ucational mecca of the world. Its cul- 
tural institutions have been least affect- 
ed by the war, while its history of in- 
tellectual freedom and its educational 
resources fit it for such service. “Once 
those who thirsted for knowledge went 
to Athens and Alexandria, to Bologna 
and Paris, to Jena and Oxford, to Tokyo 
and Nanking. The migration now in 
prospect [to the United States] may be 
destined to be the greatest of all in ex- 
tent of influence.”’* 


But this migration is not entirely fu- 
ture. There are now nearly 8000 of 
these foreign students scattered in some 
600 institutions throughout this country, 


* Everett M. Stowe, “The Students Are Com- 
ing,” The Christian Century, Feb. 28, 1945. 
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Students from all over the world are coming to our campuses to prepare to take over 
strategic positions in their own countries. You can reach them now. Most of them can- 
not be reached by missionaries later. This is our big opportunity to help them. 


many of them sent to prepare for in- 
fluential positions in their own govern- 
ments or national educational programs. 
As soon as hostilities cease, it is estimat- 
ed that there will be from 20,000 to 
30,000. 

Now, what is being done for these 
“strangers within our gates’? 

The Committee on Friendly Relations 
among Foreign Students has done much 
in orienting them and _ encouraging 
others to help them. The international 
houses have provided places for them 
to stay. Some colleges, such as the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and Oberlin Col- 
lege, have made special educational pro- 
visions for them. Scholarship aid, travel 
assistance, and educational guidance are 
given by the Institute of International 
Education. 

But one thing is lacking. Personal 


Christianity must be presented to them. 
Peter’s opportunity at Pentecost of deal- 
ing with “men out of every nation under 
heaven” is truly ours. 


Many of these students made their 


first contact with America through mis- 


. 


Christy Wilson's deep interest in foreign stw 
dents dates from bis own experiences i 
Persia where he, a U. S. missionary’s som 
learned first hand what it feels like to be 
member of an alien minority group. The mos 
important factor in winning foreign student 
to Christ, he says, is friendliness. Why mo 
invite a foreign student as your roommal 
for the summer or next term? 
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sionaries they knew in their own coun- 
tries and are therefore open to Chris- 
tianity. 

What can we do? 

The keynote is friendliness. These 
students are alone in a foreign land with 
a foreign language and culture. They 
are hungry for real love and friendship. 
Their hearts have no oriental cast, their 
feelings are not a different color from 
ours—and we must treat them as we 
would like to be treated were we study- 
ing in their land. 

An invitation to one of these students 
to share a dormitory room can mean 
more than a trip abroad. You could 
help with language difficulties and ex- 
plain American customs. Furthermore, 
such an arrangement would be a vital 
testimony that Christian love extends 
across the lines of race and nationality 
(Acts 10:34b-35). 

The American and the New York 
Bible societies offer 
Bibles in practically every language. One 
of these makes an ideal and inexpensive 
gift for a foreign student. 

Inviting a foreign student to church or 
to a Christian home may have eternal 
consequences. Some of them have spent 
several years in this country without 
once being invited into any private home, 
let alone a Christian one. Many have 
already returned to their own countries, 
disillusioned and embittered. 

It is impossible to know how great 
the consequences would be if each Inter- 
Varsity chapter made it a point to visit 
the foreign students on its campus. 

This is an amazing opportunity—right 
here on our own door step—to have a 
strategic part in the world missionary 
program. Let’s not neglect those of the 


Testaments and 


Nes 





This chart shows where the foreign stu- 
dents now in this country are located. 
These statistics come from the Committee 
on Friendly Relations Among Foreign 
Students, 347 Madison Avenue, New York 
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8000 who are on our campus! It is a 
ministry that takes time, prayer, and 
planning, but the consequences can be 
priceless. Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers: for thereby some have en- 
tertained (Hebrews 
132): 


angels unawares 


+ + 


Editor's Note: 

The U. S. State Department has grant- 
ed fellowships to 131 Chinese students 
for the academic year 1944-45. Six 
Chinese professors and college presidents 
are now in the United States lecturing 
and studying... An experiment is now 
underway on three campuses to present 
New Testaments in their own languages 
to all foreign students. At one college 
last month a Christian student presented 
four foreign friends with Gospels of 
John. Next night two of them came to 
ask questions—and became Christians . . . 
A Bible study class has been begun at 
International House in New York...a 
conference is being scheduled to which 
Chicago area students can invite non- 
Christian friends for a week-end of fel- 
lowship and discussion; many of these 
will be students from other countries. 
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A well-known Christian writer and teacher gives valuable hints 
that can help you help a friend find a satisfying life. 


How to Help Skeptics Find Christ 


BY Dr. Witsur M. SMITH 


ee about the intellectual? How 
can the evangelical Christian come 
to grips with him? 

Well, let us remember that this is not 
the first time Christianity has met and 
satisfied skeptical intellectualism. In the 
first century of our era flourished the 
most intellectual city the world has ever 


known, “the university of the world”— 
Athens. 


Athens was the home of Plato and 
Aristotle whose philosophy men have 
been studying for 2500 years; to date 
the world has produced no philosophy to 
supplant it. The laws of logic, rhetoric, 
music, art, and oratory were forever laid 
down in this city. Its literature, its 
temples, its art, its theory of govern- 
ment have been for ages the astonish- 
ment of men. And this city had plenty of 
religions, so many that it was a common 
saying that one met on its streets a god 
more often than a man. 

What Athens did not know was hard- 
ly worth knowing. 

Into this city came a man named 
Paul—a Jew, educated in the best rab- 
binical schools. But more than that, he 
was a messenger of God, consumed with 
a passion for proclaiming One who had 
been crucified, Jesus of Nazareth. 
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What would a man from Palestine say 
to the intellectuals of Athens? 

The seventeenth chapter of Acts an- 
swers that question. It presents one of 
the most remarkable messages ever de- 
livered by the lips of man. J am more 
and more convinced that the great truths 
which formed the Athenian address of 
St. Paul are the truths that the Church 
of Christ should present again—with 
power and without fear—to an unbeliev- 
ing, skeptical, cynical, atheistic age. 
Paul’s message to the intellectual Athen- 
ians can arouse modern men from their 
lethargy, shoot rays of light into their 
darkened minds, and so stir their hearts 
that they will be ready to listen to God’s 
message of salvation in Jesus Christ. 


These three truths are: (1) the crea- 
tion of the world by God; (2) the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead; 
and (3) the judgment of mankind be- 
fore the throne of Christ. 


Tell Them That God 
Created the World 


The problem of the origin of our 
physical universe is inescapable. Almost 
all modern science devotes itself to the 
study of one realm or another of our 
natural world, and scientists cannot con- 
tinually work in the study of botany, 
biology, geology, and astronomy with- 
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out now and then coming face to face 
with this problem: whence came_ this 
universe? It is time that the Christian 
Church began powerfully to reaffirm the 
great fundamental truth that this uni- 
verse was made by God. 

In this scientific day, we can declare 
God as creator more emphatically than 
ever before. To begin with, it is now 
everywhere admitted that man knows 
nothing of the origin of the universe. 
Scores of confessions of this ignor- 
ance could be cited. One of them 
suffices: the statement of Sir Oliver 
Lodge—‘Let us admit, as scientific men, 
that of the real origin, even of the 
simplest things, we know nothing, not 
even a pebble.” 

Lord Kelvin, who matriculated in the 
University of Glasgow when he was 11, 
and began writing profound papers on 
mathematical subjects when he was 16, 
in whose presence Helmholtz said he 
felt “wooden,” made this grand state- 
ment late in life concerning his own 
faith in God as the creator: 

“Do not be afraid of being free think- 
ers! If you think strongly enough you 
will be forced by science to the belief 
in God, which is the foundation of all 
religion.” 

Jt is time that young men who have 
had the privilege of advanced education 
and boast their rigbt to think freely 
should assert their independence from 
scoffing, skeptical pbilosopbers and be- 
gin to think this problem of the origin 
of our world through to some reason- 
able conclusion! If God made the world, 





Condensed from Bibliotheca Sacra (Vol. 100, 
No. 400) 3909 Swiss Avenue, Dallas 4, Texas. 


then God is a God of omnipotence, and 
omniscience, a God of infinite goodness; 
and if God is all this, who can deny but 
that God can and has spoken to men? 


Ask Them to Investigate 
the Resurrection 


The second great truth set forth by 
the Apostle in his Athenian address is 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ— a fact 
of history. The whole Christian faith 
rests solidly upon a historic foundation. 


It is historically true that at the begin- 
ning of the first century of our era in 
a country called Palestine there lived 
and taught and died a man by the name 
of Jesus Christ. Any encyclopaedia, any 
work of ancient history acknowledges 
this. The same literature that records 
these accepted facts also states that Jesus 
Christ rose again from the dead. 


Of course, the incarnation of Christ, 
His diety, the work of the Holy Spirit, 
the reality of regeneration, the assur- 
ance of a life to come, the hope of 
heaven—must of necessity be truths we 
receive, in part at least, by faith. But an 
event in history is something we accept 
first because of evidence, and the resur- 
rection of Christ is such a truth as this, 
an event to be studied and believed in 
as much as Caesar’s wars in Gaul or 
the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at 
Waterloo. Do not let any man tell you 
that this is a “myth” which attaches 
itself to the rest of the doctrine of the 
Christian church; and do not let one 
say, “Well, you may believe it if you 
can.” No one says that about Waterloo. 

I shall not go into the overwhelming 
evidence for the resurrection here. J be- 
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lieve that probably ninety-eigbt percent 
of the men in our country who deny the 
historic reality of Christ's resurrection 
have never examined the evidence of the 
four Gospels and the testimony of the 
Apostles in the book of Acts. What I 
would like to urge is that young univer- 
sity graduates, with a skeptical attitude 
toward all religion and an utter repudia- 
tion of the supernaturalness of the 
Christian faith, should honestly sit down 
before the evidence of these records, 
call them divine records or not, and at 
least give the data of these first-century 
historical documents the same unpreju- 
diced consideration that they would give 
to the pages of Polybius or Herodotus. 
Let no young man imagine that great 
thinkers of all ages have not searched 
these pages for conclusions regarding 
this supernatural event. One of the 
greatest Greek scholars of modern times 
was Brooke Foss Westcott, for nearly 
30 years the Regius Professor of Divin- 
ity at Cambridge. Westcott gave it as 
his frank opinion that “It is not too 
much to say that there is no historic 
incident better or more variously sup- 
ported than the resurrection of Christ.” 


Tell Them of Judgment to Come 

The third great truth that Paul pre- 
sented to the Athenians had to do 
with the realm of ethics, and concerned 
a stupendous, still future event: a judg- 
ment concerning which the Greeks had 
heard nothing. 

The idea of the necessity for ultimate 
judgment is being considered more ser- 
iously since the rise of Barthian theology 
than at any time since 1800, but es- 
pecially is it being emphasized in this 
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hour of world-wide war, when so many 
things are even now coming to judgment 
on earth. 

Young men should be very careful 
that they do not attempt to banish the 
thought of judgment to come, with the 
mere wave of the hand or a curt dis- 
missal; perchance, it may be an event 
which some day will involve them, and, 
if they do not receive the Lord Jesus, 
will lead to tragic and eternal con- 
demnation. Even the most pronounced 
skeptics often come to an hour when 
they dread to die. 

Well do I know that the truths of 
God as the Creator of the universe, the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and judgment to come are not the equi- 
valent of the redeeming work of Christ 
on the Cross; not in themselves do they 
have the power to save men. What | 
do believe is that through the proclama- 
tion of these three great truths our young 
men can at least be aroused out of their 
stupor of indifference born of skepti- 
cism, and, being persuaded of the rea- 
sonableness and reality of these truths, 
can be brought to the place not only 
where Christ crucified for sin can be 
preached to them, but where their hearts 
will desire to hear of such a Saviour. 


Needed: Young Men 
without Prejudice 

What you and | should be concerned 
about is the faith, the belief, the salva- 
tion, the hope, the eternal destiny of 
the young men of our generation. Pro- 
fessors who have been pronounced skep- 
tics for 40 or 50 years are probably 
beyond reach. But young men, on the 
threshold of life, who still can look at 








problems without prejudice, and who are 
groping today for something to believe 
that will never slip out of their bearts 
and minds—these young men we should 
reach. 

I do not know how, altogether. | am 
not laying down a great program here. 
But I wish that in some way we could 
come back to a time when great public 
debates could be held on these great 
truths in our largest civic auditoriums. 
For the facts of our contemporary civi- 
lization are with evangelical Christianity. 
The theories of men are against it. The 
facts of archeology, of textual criticism, 
of anthropology, and the very fact of 
this present war, a partial fulfillment of 
the words of Jesus that nation should 
rise against nation—these facts of our 
day only confirm the truthfulness of the 
Scriptures. Only the theories are against 
us, the theories of agnosticism, of mater- 
ialism, of naturalism, the theories of 
Freudian psychology, the false cults of 
religion—theosophy, Christian Science, 
and other fantastic conceptions that 
never rested on stern historic realities. 
These things only are against us. 





THINKING HURTS 





Needed: A New Series 
of Attractive Booklets 


Furthermore, I hope the day will 
come when we will have a new apolo- 
getic literature in our country, abreast 
with the best of thought, perhaps pro- 
duced in a series of attractive booklets 
which will put before our college men 
the facts as they are, and the testimonies 
to their truthfulness on the part of the 
great thinkers of the ages. Such a series 
of booklets could be at least sufficient 
to stir up the minds of our youth, to 
awaken in them an interest in the investi- 
gation of these things, and to deliver 
them from the spirit of indifference and 
the blindness which have resulted from 
their imbibing the unreasonable agnos- 
ticism, the irrational infidelity of their 
skeptical instructors. 


We need today to reaffirm the great 
doctrines of our faith in such a way that 
young men will at least be stirred to in- 
vestigate the evidence for them, and to 
be aware of the glory and fulness of life 
that is to be known in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


@ Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they 
do not understand; but for me, J have always noticed that the 
passages that bother me are those J do understand. 





@.‘World Religious News’ 


@ Propaganda is accepted. Truth must be thought. 


says 


—Mark Twain 


—D. R. Davies 


that a questionairre sent to 


18,000 high school students in Virginia showed that 16,000 could 
not name three prophets in the Old Testament; 12,000 could not 


name the four Gospels; and 


10,000 could not name three of 


Christ's disciples. And that is in a southern state where religion 


still survives in the schools. 































































































































































Posters like this are blossoming out in thousands of streetcars, 
busses, ships, and barrack rooms. Here’s the story of how God 
began this testimony by speaking to a bored girl on a train. 


PREACHERS IN STREETCARS 


By Mary ANNE KLBIN 


4 began in ‘1937. The night school 
registrar of a large Chicago high 
school was riding home from work. 


Afraid she would miss her train if 
she stopped to buy a paper, she passed 
the time staring at the various advertis- 
ing cards in the car. Liquor ads caught 
her eye with their impelling attractive- 
ness; Sloan’s Liniment, Coca Cola, home 
loan plans, chewing gum—they were all 
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there, everything to cover man’s mater- 
ial needs. But what of man’s soul? She 
glanced at those about her... that man 
whose head was buried in the paper... . 
those girls laughing noisily in the front 
of the car...that woman dozing just 
across the aisle—what of their souls? 


That night Josephine Peterson vowed 
that she would, by God’s help, put the 
Bible up there where unchurched masses 
couldn’t help seeing it. Words from the 
“Best Seller’—timely, and attractively 





printed must reach the hearts of these 
fellow passengers. 


But how could it be done? 


By prayer. A group of four began 
meeting together to pray into existence 
her vision of “Best Seller Publicity.” 
Others joined them until twelve—from 
different denominations—were meeting 
to pray. Finally a committee was formed 
and it held its first meeting in Decem- 
ber 1937. Negotiations were completed 
with a car advertising company. The 
contract was undertaken by faith. God’s 
approval seemed evident when the ad- 
vertising company offered the unbeliev- 
able rate of half price plus a third more 
space than they paid for! 

On February 20, 1938, 250 Bible post- 
ers appeared in Chicago streetcars. The 
verse on that first poster was “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and | will 
give you rest.” Letters of encourage- 
ment flooded in. 


In Chicago streetcars the number of 
gospel posters increased to 400, 1000, 
2200. This fall 600 were placed in ele- 
vated cars, carrying the gospel to 19 
million people who do not ride the 
surface cars. From Chicago the idea has 
spread to 120 cities in the United States 
and Canada... 75 million hours of Bible 
preaching each year. 

Each poster is designed to catch the 
eye of every casual passenger. The 
Bible verse, chosen because it turns men’s 
hearts to God, is beautifully illustrated 
by a reproduction of an original draw- 
ing, by an outstanding artist. Warner 
Sallman (whose portrait of Christ has 
gained nation-wide recognition) ; Vaughn 
Shoemaker (chief cartoonist of the Daily 
News and Pulitzer Prize winner) ; Fran- 


cis Chase, noted designer; Coleman An- 
derson of the Chicago Tribune; Robert 
Mackay—all top flight artists—contri- 
bute their services without charge. 

The Bible verse is not chosen hastily 
by just one or two people. For, as Miss 
Peterson explains, “it isn’t what you, or 
I, or other Christians might think is 
the best verse to use... it’s what will 
carry the message most effectively to 
the man out there.” Much prayer goes 
into each selection. Then it is “tried out” 
on the elevator man, the delivery boy, 
the women who come in to help with the 
mailing of the posters. If it “clicks’— 
if it draws a response from the listener— 
it is right. If it seems to fall dead, with- 
out carrying a message, the process starts 
all over and another text is chosen. 

The cards are printed in a number of 
sizes; the small 144 inch by 33% inch 
cards to be distributed individually in 
personal work, or to be used for memor- 
izing Scripture; posters—11 inch by 21 
inch or 11inch by 28inch—for car 
advertising, or school room; and the 
latest addition, billboard posters 8 feet 
high and 19 feet wide. 

Cards are changed each month. The 
message is always timely. “The Ricken- 
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Peterson, not only had an idea, 


at 189 W. Madison Street 


Chica 


but 
prayed until God helped her see it become 
a fact. ‘Best Seller Publicity’ bas an office 
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From THE WORLDS BEST SELLER 


Come unto Me all ye 
that labor and are 
heavy laden. | 


tw i128 


Best Seller Publaity 169 Macdson St Choy 


cereewenre 


Billboards like this, telling the gospel to those passing by, are springing up. 


backer Rescue,”: “The Greatest Blood 
Donor in History,’ “The Man in the 
Foxhole” have already been used to 
turn men to the Word of God. 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor, Best Seller 
went to war. Permission was granted 
by Chief of Chaplains William R. Ar- 
nold, of the United States Army, and 
Chief of Chaplains R. O. Workman, of 
the Navy to send posters to army camps 
and navy ships. Prayer opened the door. 
Frames were sent with the first posters, 
and now posters—over 1650 of them— 
go monthly to chaplains in New Guinea, 
Australia, North Africa, India, England, 
wherever American boys are fighting for 
their country. 

Rear Admiral Emory S. Land, head 
of the maritime commission, gave per- 
mission to place Best Seller posters in 
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merchant marine ships, but suggested 
that the only sure way to see that they 
were put to good use was to see the in- 
dividual companies and captains. Out to 
the coast went Miss Josephine Peterson. 
Up and down the wharves, in and out of 
ships, presenting her proposal, she se- 
cured their permission readily. One man 
said, “We can’t use your posters be- 
cause our men speak only Russian.” 
“We'll send them in Russian,’ Miss 
Peterson replied. Today, the Word of 
God reaches these Russian men in their 
own language. 

Posters are going regularly to civil- 
ians in India, Africa, England and Can- 
ada. In Vancouver a group of streetcar 
conductors are responsible for placing 
the posters; in Elkhart, Indiana, a 
twelve-year old boy; some teen-age 





in- 
; to 
on. 
t of 
se- 
nan 
be- 


” 


in. 
Miss 
| of 


heir 


‘ivil- 
Can- 
tcar 
icing 
: a 
\-age 


business girls in a California city; a 
group of preachers in Iowa. Even the 
office secretary has taken responsibility 
for the billboard posters in her home 
town. Everywhere people are catching 
the vision. Demands for larger quanti- 
ties come in faster than they can be 
filled. 

Until last October all the work was 
done on a strictly volunteer basis. Then, 
in order that she might devote more 
time to the rapidly developing field, 
Josephine Peterson gave up her regis- 
trar’s job and her spare time hobby of 
free-lance illustrating and designing. A 
little later, an office secretary was added. 
All other work is done by volunteers— 
business men, professors, stenographers, 
nurses, housewives, students—each one 
of them urged on by the pressing need. 

Miss Peterson is a member of the 
Army Womens Volunteer Auxiliary and 
each month other members of that or- 
ganization assist in the mammoth task 
of mailing posters out to servicemen. 

“There is no stopping place,” says 
Josephine Peterson. “Already we are 
facing the problem of Best Seller in for- 
eign lands... shall we print them here 
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Photo by Louis C. Williams 


Warner Sallman is one of the well-known 
Christian artists who donate time and 
prayerful interest to producing the top 
flight colored posters now seen in tram 
cars, trolleys, and subways of scores of 
cities. 


in various languages... shall we make 
contracts to have them printed abroad?” 
The field is without bouhdary. God’s 
Word must go out. 


PRAYER ALSU CHANGES PEOPLE 


A young preacher had just settled in his first pastorate in Philadelphia, 
when he was visited one evening by one of the laymen in his church. 


The man said bluntly to him, “You are not a strong preacher. In the usual 
order of things you will fail here, but a little group of us have agreed to gather 
every Sunday morning to pray for you.” 


The young man saw that group of people grow to more than one thousand 


praying weekly for their pastor. 


The minister was J. Wilbur Chapman who grew to become one of the greatest 
P g 8 


preachers America has ever known. 





Now that summer is here and vacation days are at hand for many, 
its time to think about bow you can best serve the Lord when you 
are away from the campus. For instance, what can you do to 
help your pastor in your bome church this summer? Out of years 


of pastoral experience and observation of students comes this answer. 


What this Summer? 


By THe Rev. Georce N. Tayor 


Sm ahead by faith into the task 
nearest to hand. That small task 
may even be the beginning of a life 
service. Put your shoulder to the wheel, 
and discover your gift. Times without 
number this has happened as a result: 
A humble work is begun, an unknown 
ability is discovered, by use this gift is 
developed, and out of it there is joy in 
serving here and reward on the day of 
His coming. 


“Superintendent, have you a class of 
teen age boys for whom a teacher is 
needed today? I am a Sunday school 
worker aways from home. Use me if 
you need someone to pinch hit.” So the 
young businessman offered himself as 
he traveled the country. As a result, he 
found glad welcome and the class he 
sought. Out of this practice of seeking 
to serve, doors opened until he found 
himself in whole time service as a lay 
worker and later was ordained to the 
ministry. 


All about are the grade and high 
schoolers who know not God. They are 


on the street or bent over the comics at 
the Sunday school hour. They are the 
generation that Mr. Moody glimpsed 
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when he said to go from house to house 
and tell the people who God is. The day 
seems at hand. A pastor told me of a 
high school girl who accepted Christ in 
his daily vacation Bible school last sum- 
mer, who never had been in a church 
service. I sat next to a high school boy 
on the bus a few weeks ago. We were 
passing a church and | asked what was 
carried on in the churches. Said the 
boy, “I have often wondered myself, 
but I have never been inside a church.” 
This chap was outstanding in appear- 
ance, looking every inch the part of a 
natural born leader. How shall we sing 
“God Bless America,’ and how shall 
the church continue, if the heart of the 
new generation is to become a vacuum? 
Atheism stands ready to enteg. 


If you have an opportunity in Bible 
teaching, seek decisions. “Before I was 
saved, I wanted so much to be saved, 
that I wished I was someone who was 
saved.” So said a lad who was then 
just out of the primary department. 
Today he is overseas—and is active in 
promoting the Lord’s work. 

The homes from which your Sunday 
school boys and girls come are a field 
by themselves. May you search them out 
and sit down for a chat. It will be some 





honor to have as a guest one from a 
college campus. Likely as not these 
parents will think back to the years 
when Dad thought he might get an edu- 
cation and make something more of him- 
self. And the mother, sitting there, is 
proud to recall that one of her people 
was a country doctor back along the 
way. So they feel honored at your call 
and probably will vote you a great 
conversationalist. Yet they did the talk- 
ing while you edged in a question now 
and then to draw them out. So you 
gain their confidence and out of it your 
witness carries weight. 

The fifth of Mark puts Christ’s seal 
on personal The demons 
being cast out, the man of Decapolis 
sat at Christ’s feet clothed and in his 
right mind. He no longer dwelt in the 
tombs, crying and cutting himself with 


testimony. 


stones. He asks Jesus if he may not 
go on in the company. Instead, Christ 
tells him “Go home to thy friends and 
tell how great things the Lord hath done 
for thee.” 

To come into a family circle and 
give a word of hope may have vastly 
more importance than appears at the 
time. “The days when you call, this 
whole place changes. You bring a Pre- 
sence and the place lights with cheer 
and peace.” So said a woman who was 
dying of an incurable disease to the vi- 
sitor who stopped in for a chat and a 
word of prayer as he made his weekly 
trip through her section. 

And when does Christ become our 
satisfying portion? For a vast number it 
has been in stepping forward in faith 
to the humble nearby task. So'may He 
become to you this summer. 


How to Testify in Public 


By Jane HoLuiIncsworTH 


-_ some of the most successful par- 
ties conducted by Christian students, 
there has been no famous outside speak- 
er; instead, the Lord has used the simple 
testimony of a student to whom Christ 
has come to mean everything. But to 
make a last-minute assignment of a 
testimony is fatal, for there is nothing 
more unconvincing than a recitation of 
phrases—even biblical ones—thought- 


lessly parroted at a given signal. 


“Thy soul must overflow 

Jf thou another's soul woulds't reach 
Jt takes the overflow of beart 

To give the lips full speech.” 

The first requirement for the testifier 
is that Christ be to him a living, bright 
reality. 

The second requirement is that he be 
willing to sit down and think carefully 
through his experience and put into 
words which will be meaningful to others 
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just what Christ means to him. The point 
is to speak because one has something 
to say, not because 
something. 


one has to say 


Before giving a testimony, sit down 
with pencil and paper and write out the 
answers to the following questions’ as 
though they were asked you by the un- 
believer who lives across the hall: 

1. Are you genuinely glad you are a 
Christian? Why? 

2. What has Christ done for you that 
you could not do for yourself? 

3. Explain what you mean by being 
saved. 

4. What has Christ done for you in 
the past? What is He doing for you 
now, and how do you know? What do 
you expect of Him in the future? 

And remember, in order to make a 
testimony really meaningful to unbe- 


lievers we must learn to put things in 
such a way that they can grasp them. 
So often we explain our Christian exper- 
ience in the terminology of St. Paul, 
as found in his epistles. We use such 
words as salvation, redemption, and 
sanctification, whose meanings are clear 
to us but may mean anything or noth- 
ing to the unbeliever—depending upon 
his background. Remember, Paul was 
talking to Christians. 

Study the dealings of our Lord with 
unbelievers. He had a most amazing 
way of speaking their language. When 
He talked with a woman who had 
come to draw water, He described Him- 
self as the Water of Life. When He 
addressed a group of hungry people, He 
called Himself the Bread of Life. Every- 
one feels certain needs. Tell others how 


Christ has met these needs for you. 


The Only. Hope for Joe 


A prize winning oration by Bill Lantz 


This spring the second place in Nortb- 
University's $100 Kirk oratorical 
contest went to Northwestern's Christian 
Fellowship president, Bill Lantz. His sub- 
ject was the necessity of the atonement for 
sin by Jesus Christ. Here is part of what 
Bill said that afternoon: 


western 


wm all this increased education, so- 


cial work, industrialization, and 
enlightenment, social conditions ought to 
be much better in the next generation. 
Joe Jr. ought to live in a much finer 
world than Joe Sr. who is now at war. 
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Yet our further observations are per- 
plexing. For every one of Joe Sr.’s old 
schoolmates who end up in prison, soci- 
ologists say that three of Junior’s class- 
mates will meet the same fate. For every 
classmate of Joe’s who will later go to a 
mental hospital, there will be three of 
Junior’s. For every child who entered a 
hospital for mentally deficient instead 
of going to school with Joe, there are 
ten such children of Junior’s age. For 
every one of Joe’s classmates whose 
marriage has ended in divorce, there 





will be two of Junior’s. For every for- 
mer classmate of Joe’s who is now a 
prostitute, there will be two of Junior’s. 
To help escape these facts, Junior’s 
classmates will consume twice as much 
liquor and five times as many cigarettes. 


We see the world moving in this vi- 
cious circle of evil, with “culturization,” 
socialization, education having no power 
to short-circuit that vicious circle. We 
know it’s up to—to Joe Smith to do 
something about it. But after our obser- 
vations, we give up all hope of ever see- 
ing Joe or any of his fellowmen get 
themselves out by their own strength. 
Too many Joes have tried for too long 
—and failed. 


But perhaps there is some power that 
can help them—some way out. Perhaps 
someone should suggest the possibilities 
in a theory offered two thousand years 
ago by a carpenter of Nazareth. Per- 
haps it can be put in a story something 
like this: 

Joe owes a huge debt to a company, 
and he can’t pay it. But one of the 
stockholders is a close friend of Joe’s 
and has thoughts something like this: 
“Td like to see this thing settled so 
that Joe won’t have to suffer the con- 
sequences of that unpaid debt—so that 
he'll be right with the company. I'd like 
to forgive him that debt—to cancel it. 
Of course, the books must balance, so 
I'll have to pay the debt with my own 
money. And in order to get the money, 
rll have to sell my stock in the com- 
pany.” But the stockholder’s love for 
Joe is so extraordinary that he takes 
out his stock, goes to the credit clerk’s 
window, and pays Joe’s debt. 

Jesus said: “My blood is shed for 


the remission of sins.” Perhaps God 
had thoughts something like this: “Joe 
owes me a debt of righteousness which 
he can’t pay. But I'd like to see this 
thing settled so that Joe won't suffer 
the consequences of that unpaid debt— 
so that he’ll be reconciled with me. I’d 
like to forgive him that debt—to cancel 
it—to pay it for him.” Then God took 
out his “stock,’ His own righteousness, 
came down to earth in the form of a 
lowly but righteous human being, went 
to the cross of Calvary, and paid Joe’s 
debt. 

The stockholder substituted his money 
for that which Joe lacked in order to 
be right with the company. Christ sub- 
stituted His righteousness for that which 
Joe lacked in order to be right with God. 


Joe’s friend gave up his relationship 
with the company so that Joe wouldn't 
have to bear a breach with the company. 
Christ, himself, bore the breach with 
God so that Joe wouldn’t have to bear 
it. 

The Scriptures put it: “He who knew 
no sin became sin for us, that we might 
be made. the righteousness of God in 
him.” When Joe accepts Christ’s atone- 
ment for himself, then all that hinders 
his relationship with God is cleared 
away. Again in the Bible we find: 
“Christ has once for all died for sins, 
the innocent one for the guilty many, 
that He might bring us to God.” Joe 
then becomes united with God—a part 
of Him. Or, as Jesus put it, a “son” of 
the Heavenly Father in the fullest sense 
of the word. 

Perhaps we begin to see a_poten- 
tiality that can help Joe make the most 
of every one of these seconds ticking 


29 





by—a potentiality that can make Joe’s 
fleeting experience of life one which 
would bring the most possible good to 
the earth. And here is how it works out 
in practice: 

In the first part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury England was at her lowest depths— 
socially, morally, mentally, politically. 
Men and women were publicly flog- 
ged, burned at the stake, pressed to 
death. Murder was a game, poisoning an 
art. Temple Bar was constantly adorned 
with human heads. The pillory, the 
whipping post, gin-hells, and debtors’ 
prisons were common. Drunkenness was 
the chief pastime of many high officials 
of church and state. The chaplain cursed 
the sailors to make them listen to his 
sermons. Adultery was a sport. 


Yet the same century saw the great 
miracle of English history—the coming 


of a movement which reformed the 
prisons, humanized the penal laws, abol- 
ished the slave trade, gave the first im- 
pulse to popular education, and brought 
a new sense of justice, equality, and the 
dignity and worth of the human per- 
sonality. According to historians, the 
core of that reformation was the teach- 
ing of John Wesley—to men like Joe 
Smith. And the core of the teaching of 
Jobn Wesley was the atonement of Jesus 
Christ. 

A similar story could be told about 
Knox in sixteenth century Scotland. A 
similar story could be told about Savon- 
arola in Florence in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. And so on back to Paul and the 
Apostles in the first century. 

But perhaps there is still one question 
to be answered: “Is only this new po- 
tentiality in Joe enough—mustn’t he 
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grow in the use of that potentiality— 
mustn’t Joe’s desires begin to change?” 
Joe probably sees a picture something 


like this: 

Jesus is suffering in the Garden of 
Gethsemane in anticipation of His hor- 
rible death... Now He’s in Pilate’s 
judgment hall. The soldiers have gather- 
ed around and are spitting in His face. 
They blindfold Him, hit Him, and scoff, 
“Now prove yourself a prophet by tell- 
ing who struck you.” They crush a 
crown of thorns on His head and laugh 
as the blood trickles down His brow... 
Now they are forcing Him, bleeding 
and bruised, up a hill called Calvary. 
His steps falter. A cross is a heavy bur- 
den for a wounded man... They are 
driving great spikes through His feet and 
His hands, nailing Him to that cross. 
A soldier thrusts a spear through His 
side and sneers. 

But as they all gather around to mock 
Him, Joe begins to realize that all of 
this physical suffering is only a part, 
merely a symbol, of the real suffering, 
which is spiritual. 

Joe begins to realize Christ’s meaning 
in talking about his being separated 
from God. 

Joe begins to realize that it’s his own 
sins that crush the crown of thorns on 
that manly head—that it’s his own sins 
that pierce the spear through that help- 
less side—that it’s his own sins that 
drive nails through the hands and feet 
of the gentlest man that ever lived. 

Then even Joe’s desires begin to 
change. Then he finds as Paul did that: 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature, old things are passed away; 
behold ali things are become new.” 





The problem of worldliness 


TABOO? 


ANE MCPHEE was an average college 
J girl, She took her fun where she 
could find it—in swimming, tennis and 
dancing. She was popular on the campus 
and looked lazily forward to a success- 
ful career or marriage. God existed—but 
far away in heaven, claiming no part 
of her thinking. 

That is, until one day in her sopho- 
more year. 

It happened that a small church some 
distance from the campus was holding 
evangelistic meetings. One night a friend 
persuaded her to attend, and quite sud- 
denly she found herself listening to 
strange things. 

The evangelist preached Christ and 
His salvation. But even more strongly 
he harped on the evils of dancing, thea- 
ters, smoking, drinking, and card playing. 
These things he said constituted world- 
liness. 

The next night Jane accepted Jesus 
Christ as her Saviour. But in addition to 
accepting Him, without thinking things 
through or studying the Scriptures, she 
also accepted everything the evangelist 
had said about the world and Christian 
life and service. 

The result was curious. 

In place of her round of campus so- 
cial activities, she found herself in a 
whirl of religious meetings. Sundays, 


by C. Stacey Woods 


which had formerly been spent in rid- 
ing, picnicking, or studying, were now 
spent in church and young people’s ac- 
tivities. ; 

Then something began to happen. 

By spring, her experience had worn 
thin. She had dropped her old uncon- 
verted friends as she had been urged, 
but they had not altogether forgotten 
her and were around with springtime 
invitations, 

Came summer vacation. 

Back home there were no Christian 
friends to pep her up with plans for the 
gospel team or the young people’s pro- 
gram. Her parents were not church- 
goers. 

Eventually Jane slipped back into the 
old life and became what the evangelist 
would have called a “backslider.” 

Why had this happened? Was her 
acceptance of Christ unreal? 

Hardly. But Jane had put the cart 
before the horse. At the outset of her 
Christian life, accent had been placed on 
the necessity for separation rather than 
on fellowship with the Lord Jesus. This 
separation was negative. It was not pri- 
marily to Jesus Christ but was from 
certain worldly activities categorically 
stated to be sinful. 

In other words, in cutting these things 
out of her life, Jane had obeyed not 
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the voice of her Lord but the dictum of 
other Christians. 


She had “testified,” gone on the gos- 
pel teams, passed out tracts, taught a 
Sunday school class. But this Christian 
service had been done in the energy of 
the flesh—in the youthful enthusiasm 
of newfound faith, at the bidding of 
others. She had never learned to get 
things from God nor to hear Him speak 
to her personally. Stress had not been 
placed on her own “quiet time” with the 
Lord in prayer and Bible study—the 
most important factor of the life of any 
Christian. 


Had her heart and lite been filled 
with the Lord Himself, He would have 
crowded out the world as He filled her 
life with Himself. As her love for Christ 
increased, so her love for the things of 
the world would have waned. 

But instead, certain worldly practices 
had been wrenched out of her life, 
leaving a partial vacuum which the 
mere activities of Christian service could 
never fill, Finding her heart “empty, 
swept, and garnished,” the unclean spirit 
had returned, bringing ‘‘other spirits 
more wicked than himself” (Matt. 12: 
43-45). 

Jane was the unfortunate victim of 
unscriptural teaching on separation— 
“legality” in the guise of “spirituality.” 

This modern legality has placed its 
taboo on certain practices, discreetly ig- 
noring other—sometimes more harmful 
—practices. The implication is that one 
is “separated” if he does not attend cer- 
tain forbidden places of amusement. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Just what, then, is worldliness? Ac- 
tually, worldliness is the self-indulgent 


attitude of the heart and mind toward 
life—this material universe and all of 
life’s relationships. It is not merely doing 
certain forbidden things or going to cer- 
tain proscribed places. Worldliness is 
what we are, not just what we do. It 
is essentially an inner attitude, not only 
outward actions, for “as a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). 


Any Christian whose interests are di- 
rected at himself—even at what he 
does not do—is egocentric and con- 
sequently worldly. 


The Fight for Character 


DowN THROUGH THE CENTURIES each 
generation of Christians has entered the 
lists to grapple with this mighty foe of 
worldliness; several different plans of 
campaign have been employed. The stra- 
tegy of one age was asceticism. Victory 
over the world, the flesh and the devil 
was said to lie in retreat from reality, 
escape from thé world and in the morti- 
fication of the flesh. Unmindful of the 
teaching of Christ that believers were to 
be “in” the world but not “of” it, men 
and women fled, the comfort of commu- 
nal life for the solitude and rigor of 
deserts and caves. They deprived them- 
selves of all but the barest necessities 
of life in the hope of attaining the 
realm of the spirit. No eccentricity was 


‘deemed too great for victory over the 


world by escape from it. But Simon Sty- 
lites, living alone on his pillar, and the 
men and women who voluntarily under- 


went the discipline of organized mon- 


astic life discovered to their anguish that 
even there “the world is too much 
with” them, They found that they could 
no more flee the world than escape life 





itself and that the “lust of the flesh, 


the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life’ (1 John 2:16), still beset them. 


Another plan was compromise. The 
world was invited into the church. The 
world was thus to be controlled, purged 
of its defilement, and refined. At the 
same time, Christianity was to gain at- 
tractiveness for the unbeliever. But as in 
the fable of the camel and the travel- 
ler the world once invited into the shel- 
ter of the church very soon pushed the 
church and vital Christianity out. The 
church and the world became _indis- 
tinguishable. Compromise with the 
world proved to be the yielding of the 
citadel and the signing of an uncondi- 
tional surrender. 

More well-meaning 
Christians have made an abortive at- 
tack on worldliness by proscribing cer- 
tain characteristic pastimes of uncon- 
verted people. Dancing, the theatre, card 
playing, smoking, gambling, etc. have 
been listed as worldly and consequently 
harmful and forbidden. This implied 
that abstinence from these things was 
conquest in the eternal struggle between 
the Christian and the world—that this 
was the solution of the problem of 
worldliness. In quarters this at- 
titude is so strong that young Christians 
have been debarred from Christian fel- 


recently, some 


some 


lowship because they did not conform 
to a rather arbitrary standard. But 
Christian fellowship should be based on 
life in Christ rather than light. No, 
such a of worldliness is an 
oversimplification of a complex problem 
and is an aberration of the teaching of 
Scripture. The error of this attempted 
solution is that many Christians have 


solution 


come to believe that they are “separated 
from the world” and therefore victorious 
over it because they do not attend cer- 
tain forbidden places of amusement. Yet 
a person may never indulge in any one 
of these specified activities and yet be 
utterly and completely worldly. 

The mere relinquishment of certain 
practices and adoption of a certain code 
of behaviour leaves the individual, in 
himself, essentially undisturbed to live 
his earthly life for himself—for his own 
pleasure and gratification. Such a solu- 
tion is a God-dishonoring, soul-destroy- 
ing Munich. 

How then may the world be over- 
come? 


Who Runs Your Life? 


lr Is opvious that the world—this 
physical universe—makes its appeal to 
us through our physical senses—touch, 
taste, sight, hearing, etc., (1 John 2:15- 


17). For apart from sense perception we 
would not even be aware of the things 
and people of this life. As natural, un- 
converted people, we have nothing to 
live for, save the gratifications—in pos- 


session and accomplishment—of our 
various natural appetites and capacities. 
For one person, such gratification re- 
sults in gross excess and abandonment 
of restraint; for another—perhaps more 
refined and self-controlled—in a nobler 
and relatively more worthy indulgence. 
But in the final analysis each person 
strives to please himself and to satisfy 
his natural craving. 

When a person becomes a Christian— 
“a new creature in Christ Jesus,” he 
retains the God-given appetites and de- 
sires which naturally belong to a human 








being. Now, however, it is no longer a 
question of satisfying these appetites or 
of pleasing himself, because he now be- 
longs not to himself but to Christ. As 
a result, his one duty is to please and to 
obey Christ. Jesus Christ demands more 
from His children than adherence to 
some credal form or standard of life 
which includes the liberty, apart from 
certain restrictions, to live that life on 
earth for themselves. Becoming a Chris- 
tian is nothing less than marriage to 
Jesus Christ and the surrender of the 
right to independent thought and action. 

When a man and a woman marry, 
two people who have heretofore lived 
independently unite in a common life. 
Now neither lives independently from 
the other. Ideally they live one life to- 
gether and for one another’s good. The 
life of each is centered in the other. 
So with the Christian. He has invited 
the Lord Jesus Christ to become his Sa- 
viour, to dwell in his heart and life; 
and he begins to live, to move, to have 
his being in Christ. As Christ now lives 
in and for the believer, so the believer 
no longer lives for himself but for his 
Saviour and in His strength. It is not 
optional whether a Christian shall live 
Christ. Neither is 
question of whether a 
Christian can take Christ to some place 


for himself or for 
there ever a 
of amusement. The only question is 
whether He, the rightful Lord of your 
life, wills to take you there. The one 
continuous principle governing the life 
of the obedient Christian is the will of 
God. 


The Cure 


THERE IS ONLY ONE CURE for world- 
liness—the lifelong conflict between the 
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Christian and all that appeals to him 
through his natural senses and appetites. 
That cure is to surrender these sense 
perceptions to Christ. In other words, 
to yield one’s natural physical body— 
through which the world always ap- 
peals—to Christ the Saviour. 


bodies are the 
temples of the Holy Spirit. We do not 
belong to ourselves for we have been 
bought with a price; therefore it is our 
duty and privilege to glorify God in ou 
bodies (I Cor. 6:19, 20). We are urged 
to surrender our bodies as a living sac- 
ritice to Christ (Rom. 12:1, 2), who in 
His body made “‘a full, perfect, and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, oblation and_ satisfac- 


As Christians, our 


tion for the sins of the whole world.” 

It is not then by accident that Scrip- 
ture uses the word “body” when refer- 
ring to yielding oneself to Christ. We 
cannot live our lives apart from our 
bodies. The body, so it seems, is the 
gateway to heart and soul. If then, all 
those areas subject to stimulation by the 
devil through the physical universe be- 
long to the Lord Jesus Christ, He can 
be trusted to conquer and control, to 
satisfy every natural, God-given appe- 
tite and to glorify Himself in it all. Can 
the Christian who has come to Christ for 
cleansing, forgiveness, and life, hesitate 
to trust the wisdom and infinite love of 
the One who died for him? 

As we deliberately present ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to be a living sac- 
rifice unto Christ, He will graciously 
accept what we offer Him. He then will 
live His life in and through our bodies. 
He will impart to us His strength. And 
as we daily in faith seek to be con- 
Christ, indwells us, 


formed to who 
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rather than to the world, we shall begin 
te experience that marvellous change be- 
transformation 


cause of (transtigura- 


tion) by the renewing of our minds. 


Our desire will be to please ourselves 
less and less and to please Christ more. 
Real discipline—concentration of mind 
and) purpose—will be necessary. But 
oradually Christ-centeredness will be- 
come the habit and pattern of heart and 
lite. And instead of a life given over to 
anyone or anything, we shall live for 
Christ our Saviour. 

If you as a Christian live for a career 

even the career of a successful Chris- 
tian worker—you are worldly. If you 
live for the sake of a home, a family, 
a position, money or comfort, you are 


not separated—you are of this world. 


Phe Christian life is the abundant lite. 
God gave us “all things richly to en- 
joy.” But we are to live for nothing, 
for no one, but Him. Living in this 
world, we take the things of this life 
in our stride, enjoying what God gave 
us to enjoy, but desiring nothing more 
than what He provides—casting aside 
anything and anyone the instant they 
create the slightest barrier between the 
Lord and us. For the measure of our 
devotion to Christ alone is the measure 
of our separation from the world. 

Jam the Lord's! Jt is the glad confession 
Wherewith the Bride recalls the happy day, 
When love's ‘J will’ accepted Him forever, 
The Lord's, to love, to honor, and obey. 
Jam the Lord's! Vet teach me all it meaneth, 
Ill it involves of love and loyalty, 

Of bol service, absolute surrender, 

Ind unreserved obedience unto Thee 

Jam the Lord's! Ves; body, soul, and spirit, 
O seal them irrecoverably Thine 

ls Thou. Beloved, in Thy Grace and fulness 


For ever and for evermore art) mune 
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Although the group at 
TEACHERS COLLEGI 


licize their 


CHICAGO 
is not able to pub- 
meetings in any way, they 
have grown from a group numbering four 
or tive to a group of cighteen or twenty. 
They have started a library and have a 
rather unique means of financing the pro- 
ject. Each meeting each member gives 5c to 
the treasury which is used exclusively for 
reading materials for the group 


Former staff member Irene Bannan Cavin 
writes from Cameroun, West Africa, of the 
very acute need for medical reinforcements 


there. She says, “It is just six months since 


we left Miami but seems ever so much 
longer. | like Africa better all the time and 
realize what a tremendous need there is. I 


am counting so much on your prayers.” 


While at the UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, 
\ustin, staff member Miss Irene Webster- 
Smith in addition to taking charge of the 
Sunday Bible study, weekly evangelistic ser- 
vices, and daily prayer meetings ot the IVCE, 
spoke at a University-wide meeting, and in 
the various dormitories and cooperative 
houses on the campus, as well as at services 
in the University churches. Among the stu- 
dents contacted were 18 relocated Japanese 


students, who now have become interested in 


1.V.C.F. 


TEACHERS’ CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
held their conference April 20-22 at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, with 25 attending. There 
had been much prayer that during the con- 
ference the Lord would speak to each about 
the details of a life completely surrendered 
to Him. Much blessing was received and 
many conclusions reached. Miss Shirley Ste- 
phen writes: “Since victory starts with the 
thoughts, essentially the victorious life is 
dependent on the power to keep our thoughts 
surrendered to Christ which is the spiritual 
aspect of total surrender.” 
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WAYNI 


doing a 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP — is 
bang up job on missions. In pre 


paratte n for having an address by a mission 
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